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OPENING CEREMONY 
 WITH FAITH-LEADERS AND GOVERNMENT MINISTERS

09:00 – 10:30

MODERATOR OF THE OPENING CEREMONY

	Ambassador Idriss Jazairy  
Co-Executive Secretary of the Sponsoring 
Committee and Executive Director of the Geneva 
Centre for Human Rights Advancement and Global 
Dialogue

OPENING REMARKS

	HE Dr Hanif Hassan Ali Al Qassim 
Chairman of the Sponsoring Committee and the 
Geneva Centre for Human Rights Advancement and 
Global Dialogue

INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY THE PATRON

	ISLAM, CREEDS AND OTHER VALUE SYSTEMS: 
HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal  
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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KEYNOTES ON  
RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES

	INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
HE Faisal Bin Abdulrahman Bin Muaammar 
Secretary-General of the King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural 

Dialogue (KAICIID), Vienna (Austria)

	CHRISTIANITY
HE Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran 
President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious 
Dialogue (The Vatican).

Statement to be delivered by HE Bishop Miguel Ayoso 
Titular Bishop of Luperciana, Secretary of the Pontifical 
Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue

Reverend Dr Olav Fykse Tveit 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches

	JUDAISM: Chief Rabbi Albert Guigui  
Chief Rabbi, Israelite Community of Brussels (Belgium), 
Spokesperson for the Conference of European Rabbis

	HINDUISM: Swami Parmatmananda Saraswati 
Secretary General and Convener of The Hindu Dharma 
Acharya Sabha (India)

	BUDDHISM: Most Venerable Phrathepkittimoli 
Abbot of Wat Srinagarindravararam, Switzerland

	WORLD RELIGIONS: Dr Bawa Jain 
Secretary General of The World Council of Religious 
Leaders
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CONTEXT:  DIVERGENCES AND CONVERGENCES
10: 30 – 11:45

PLENARY PANEL 1

CONCEPT OF EQUAL CITIZENSHIP AND 
POINTS OF CONVERGENCE OF RELIGIONS, CREEDS 

AND OTHER VALUE SYSTEMS

OBJECTIVES

•• Identify points of convergence between religions, beliefs 
and value systems in their shared role promoting and in 
advancing equal and inclusive citizenship rights

•• Highlight the foundations for common action of all 
religions, beliefs and value systems to advance equal and 
inclusive citizenship rights by giving greater prominence to 
common bedrock principles and practice

•• Outline challenges hindering the celebration of cultural 
and religious diversity in the 21st century

•• Make recommendations on how the true interpretation 
of religions, creeds and value systems could contribute to 
the advancement of equal and inclusive citizenship rights, 
national unity and international harmony

MODERATOR

	HE Amre Moussa 
Former Secretary General of the Arab League and former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Egypt.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

	His Holiness Swami Parmatmananda Saraswati 
Secretary General and Convener of The Hindu Dharma 
Acharya Sabh

	Ambassador Mark D. Siljander 
Former US Ambassador to the UN. Author of “A Deadly 
Misunderstanding: A Congressman’s Quest to Bridge the 
Muslim-Christian Divide” and President of Bridges to 
Common Ground

	Rabbi Avi Tawil 
Director of the European Jewish Community Centre

	Monsignor Robert J. Vitillo 
Secretary General of the International Catholic Migration 
Commission

	Professor Dr Harro von Senger 
Professor of Sinology at the University of Freiburg 
(Germany), Expert on Confucianism

	Professor Shahrzade Housmand Zadeh 
Professor of Islamic Studies at the Centre for the Study of 
Theology of Religions, Faculty of Missiology, Gregorian 
University, Rome (Italy), Expert on Shia Islam

	Dr Ahmed Al-Dawoody 
ICRC Legal Adviser on Islamic Law and Jurisprudence, 
Assistant Professor at Al-Azhar University, Expert on 
Sunni Islam
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CHALLENGES IN THE ENJOYMENT  
OF EQUAL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS

11:45 – 13:00 

PLENARY PANEL 2

EQUAL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS AND VULNERABLE/
DISADVANTAGED/DISCRIMINATED SOCIAL SEGMENTS:  

CASE-STUDY OF GENDER, RELIGIOUS MINORITIES, 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

OBJECTIVES

•• Identify current mechanisms related to the promotion, 
protection and implementation of minority rights for 
religious communities, gender, people with disabilities 
and indigenous people, and identify areas of improvement

•• Reflect on why the realization of equality in citizenship 
rights is not progressing sufficiently, despite international 
instruments and mechanisms on minority rights. Outline 
factors responsible for the marginalization of religious 
minorities, gender, people with disabilities and indigenous 
people

•• Outline factors responsible for the politicization of human 
rights in the context of religious minorities

•• Discuss solutions required and make recommendations 
needed to address challenges and obstacles impeding the 
full and impartial enjoyment of equal citizenship rights

MODERATOR

	Dr Majeda Omar 
Director of the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies 
(Jordan)
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

	Monsignor Robert J. Vitillo 
Secretary General of the International Catholic Migration 
Commission (ICMC)

	HE Hoda Al-Helaissi 
Member of Saudi Arabia’s Shoura Council and former 
Vice-Chairperson at King Saud University 

	Dr Azza Karam 
Coordinator UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Religion 
and Development, Senior Advisor UN Population Fund 
(UNFPA)

	Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities 

	Mr. Fernand de Varennes 
UN Special Rapporteur on minority issues

	Ms. Eva Svoboda 
Deputy Director of International Law and Policy at ICRC

LUNCH BREAK: 13:00 to 14:00

Buffet lunch will be served to the Members of the Sponsoring 
Committee and the Panellists  

at the Delegates’ restaurant at the United Nations Office at Geneva

(By invitation only)
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CHALLENGES IN THE ENJOYMENT OF EQUAL CITIZENSHIP 
RIGHTS

14:00 – 15:45

PLENARY PANEL 3

EQUAL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS AND VULNERABLE/
DISADVANTAGED/DISCRIMINATED SOCIAL SEGMENTS: 

CASE-STUDY OF MIGRANTS, REFUGEES AND 
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS 

OBJECTIVES

•• Analyse current mechanisms related to the promotion, 
protection and implementation of minority rights for 
migrants and displaced people, and identify areas of 
improvement

•• Identify existing gaps in international and domestic legal 
instruments and in the effective implementation of such 
instruments in practice

•• Outline recommendations regarding measures to influence 
policy-change in favour of promoting and strengthening 
equal citizenship rights for migrants, refugees and 
internally displaced persons

MODERATOR

	Mr Alexander A. Mejia 
Director of Division for People and Social Inclusion, UNITAR 
Editor-in-chief of UN Special magazine
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

	HE Lakhdar Brahimi 
Former Foreign Minister of Algeria, Member of The Elders

	HE Ambassador Juan Somavia 
Former Director, Diplomatic Academy of Chile. Former 
Director General of the International Labour Organization 
and former Ambassador of Chile to the United Nations

	HE Ambassador Marie-Thérèse Pictet-Althann 
Permanent Observer of the Sovereign Order of Malta

	Ms. Alexandra Bilak 
Director of the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre

	Dr Arthur Dahl 
President of the International Environment Forum 
and Former Deputy Assistant Executive Director of UNEP
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ACHIEVING EQUAL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS
15:45 – 17:30 

PLENARY PANEL 4

EQUAL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS:  
MOVING TOWARDS A NEW PARADIGM  

OBJECTIVES

•• Suggest methods to ascertaining the effective enjoyment of 
citizenship rights celebrating diversity and multiculturalism 
while consolidating national unity;

•• Emphasise with examples the impossibility in the real 
world to achieve equal citizenship rights without the 
enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural 
rights and that hierarchization of these rights constitute a 
challenge to the promotion of such citizenship rights;

•• Identify a list of 10 - 12 key priorities to be taken into 
account by global decision-makers to promote and advance 
equal and inclusive citizenship rights (to be presented in 
the format of a resolution that will be submitted to UN 
ECOSOC);

•• Outline recommendations for the follow-up mechanisms 
on the promotion of equal citizenship rights, in particular: 

1.	 the establishment of a Global Citizenship Task-Force; 

2.	 5 years review mechanism of measures taken by UN 
member-States to promote equal citizenship rights and;

3.	 a yearly conference – held under the auspices of 
the World Conference Sponsorship Committee – to 
review progress towards the promotion of equal and 
inclusive citizenship rights at a global level.
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MODERATOR

	Reverend Dr Olav Fykse Tveit 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

	Dr Farhan Nizami 
Director of the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 

	HE Ambassador Mark D. Siljander 
Former US Ambassador to the UN Author of “A Deadly 
Misunderstanding: A Congressman’s Quest to Bridge the 
Muslim-Christian Divide” and President of Bridges to 
Common Ground

	Dr Safi Kaskas 
Co-author of the book entitled “A Contemporary 
Understanding, The Quran with References to the Bible”

	Cheikh Khaled Bentounes 
President of the International Association Sufi Alawiyya

	Professor Dr Etibar Najafov 
Head of Department of Interethnic Relations, 
Multiculturalism and Religious Issues of Presidential 
Administration of Azerbaijan

	Dr Bawa Jain 
Secretary General of The World Council of Religious 
Leaders
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CLOSING CEREMONY
17:30 – 18:00 

CONCLUDING REMARKS AND NEXT STEPS

OBJECTIVES

•• Highlight lessons learned from the World Conference panel 
debates and interactive sessions with the audience on the 
challenges and solutions related to the promotion and 
advancement of equal citizenship rights in the 21st century

•• Adoption of a 10-point Declaration with recommendations 
to identify collective responsibilities, accountability and 
follow-up actions and mechanisms to promote models of 
equal citizenship rights

CLOSING SESSION

	HE Dr Hanif Hassan Ali Al Qassim 
Chairman of the Sponsoring Committee and the Geneva 
Centre for Human Rights Advancement and Global Dialogue 

	Ambassador Idriss Jazairy 
Executive Secretary of the Sponsoring Committee and 
the Executive Director of the Geneva Centre for Human 
Rights Advancement and Global Dialogue

    DECLARATION SIGNING      
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INTERPRETATION - TRADUCTION

Simultaneous interpretation
from and into Arabic, English and French  

will be provided during the World Conference



La traduction simultanée en arabe, anglais et français  
sera offerte pendant la conférence mondiale

For further information: 

www.gchragd.org

email : info@gchragd.org

phone : +41 22 748 27 95





www.gchragd.org
Contact : 022.748.27.80  

E-mail : info@gchragd.org


